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NEW YEAR GREETINGS

Before producing this Newsletter I looked back on the issue dated January 2021. A number of things struck me. In some respects we’re not very much further along the path towards dancing “normality” than we were then. At that point we were very much hoping that we might be able to return to what we saw as a “full programme” of dancing by September 2021, with (we tentatively put forward) maybe even some early initiatives in the spring/summer.
Clearly, some of those hopes have not been realised. However we are gradually emerging into some sort of pattern of dance classes and occasional social dances, learning as we go along how to deal with the demands of regular covid testing, the routine use of hand sanitisers, in some cases the wearing of masks and more or less strict social distancing.
I’ve asked teachers and group leaders for feedback on the latest position in their areas. What has emerged is a patchwork of different approaches across the Branch, with some classes being forced to close due to lack of numbers whilst other classes are thriving, even expanding slightly. Some classes are requiring lateral flow tests for everyone before attending; others are relying on precautionary measures in the hall and on the dance floor.
Before I move on to local details I would like to acknowledge one delightful and unforeseen benefit arising out of the otherwise sad closure of some groups. Both Celtic Links in Brecon and the Vale of Glamorgan Group in Wenvoe have been forced to abandon weekly local classes. But in both cases their teachers have instead set up new groups to which dancers from a much wider geographical area are invited.
This means that those who attend meet up with other experienced dancers who are prepared to undertake longer journeys once a month. (The two venues are Hirwaun and Wenvoe,) In both cases the fresh groups have been greeted with enthusiasm as an opportunity to try out more challenging dances.
As we’ve often found in the Branch, each local area tends to develop its own subculture, its own favourite dances, and its own familiar faces. The bonus now is that we find ourselves sharing some of our best experiences with one another, It’s been refreshing to get to know dancers we might previously have met only once or twice a year (at the Festival or the annual Ball, for example).
Local details follow.


WEST WALES


Pat Rye’s class:
Village Hall in Houghton every Monday in term-time at 7:00 pm.
Contact: Pat Rye ryedp@hotmail.com
_____________
Heather Davies’s class:
Heather writes: We are meeting on a Weds evening 7-9pm in Uzmaston hall for a beginners/intermediate class. We also meet some Fridays for social dancing.
Heather also tells me that dancers attending her class are required to have a negative result from a LFT undertaken just before the class.
Contact Heather8.davies@gmail.com or 07970772684
______________
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Jean Elliott’s class:
Meets weekly in Narberth on Thursdays from 7:30 – 10:00 pm.
Contact: Jean Elliott jean.ell1@btinternet.com
_____________
Trevor McCrory’s group:
Here is Trevor’s message: We are fortunate we are able to dance properly in Llanrhian Church Hall but in order to do this we have to comply with certain conditions and exclude some people and have made changes to our operation, therefore if any Scottish Country dancers would like to join us they should first contact us on 01348840174 (there is an answering machine). We are dancing on Friday evenings at 7.30. When available I will send you a copy of our enabling risk assessment. I hope you are all well and enjoying dancing again.
Best wishes, David and Trevor



SOUTH CENTRAL AND MID-WALES

SWANSEA
St Andrew’s Club on Wednesdays at the Scout Hut, Swansea
Jim Proudfoot writes: We’re continuing to meet as before and have worked out a “modus operandi” which seems to suit those attending - still wearing masks, and giving hands is optional. Running with about 75% of the numbers we had when we stopped. We will look at the whole position of Saturdays when we resume in the New Year.
Contact: Jim & Jan Proudfoot jimnjan@ntlworld.com



PORT TALBOT
This group meets on Tuesday evenings from 7:30 – 9:30 pm in the Carmel Welsh Presbyterian Church Hall, Port Talbot SA13 1PQ
Contact Ann Morgan a_e_morgan@lineone.net or Tony Harland anthony.harland@anthonyh102.plus.com
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BRECON
The Brecon group was re-starting tentatively in the autumn, but at that stage was not encouraging new members.
Contact: Peter Brock pbrock14@yahoo.com
___________
BUILTH WELLS
Scilla Allaway writes: I’m the secretary of the Builth Wells Scottish Dancing Group. Sadly I don’t think we have the numbers to continue but, so far, we haven’t had a meeting to finally decide. I will let you know when we have made a decision.
Kind regards, Scilla
Contact: Scilla Allaway scilla.allaway@btinternet.com


CELTIC LINKS
Gwenda Dinsdale has set up a group for dancers who wish to be challenged and who are willing to travel. This has attracted about 10-12 dancers from all parts of our Branch and has taken place twice since October, on both occasions in Hirwaun Village Hall. The aim in the New Year is to run monthly, probably on a Sunday.
Contact: Gwenda Dinsdale
01874676277 or (for texts only) 07837320372
gwendadinsdale@talktalk.net
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SOUTH-EAST WALES
VALE OF GLAMORGAN:
Since October Lyn Wilson has organised monthly dance sessions on a Saturday (usually 11:00 – 2:00) at the Community Hall in Wenvoe. These are due to continue in the New Year, although with the new restrictions Lyn has had to cancel the January class. It is hoped that further classes will take place on 12 Feb & 12 March.
Contact Lyn Wilson: lynpennant@yahoo.co.uk
____________
CARDIFF CALEDONIAN SOCIETY:
Monday evening dancing re-started in early September and has continued weekly since. 8:00 – 10:00 pm at the Scout Hall in Whitchurch. Risk assessment in place, LFT encouraged, masks are generally worn in order to protect/support individuals. With the Omicron outbreak it seems likely that LFT will become required.
Contact Conor Farmer for further details 07812 569744, conorfarmer52@googlemail.com
____________

CARDIFF – WHITCHURCH TUESDAY CLASS:
This mixed ability class also re-started on a weekly basis in early September. Tuesdays 7:45 – 9:45 pm in the Scout Hall in Whitchurch. Numbers have held up well, with one or two new dancers joining. All welcome. LFT has been strongly recommended, and from January will be essential.
Contact Alison Jackson 07811 082510
jacksonaj@talktalk.net
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Please note with all the groups that it is advisable to contact the teacher or group leader rather than just turning up. Some are operating in venues with very limited numbers, and as indicated above, there is quite a wide variation across different groups in terms of Covid precautions. Plus, these responses were sent to me mainly before the recent increase in infection rates and the further restrictions imposed in Wales, so I have not been able to take account of any possible additional changes.

BRANCH EVENTS PLANNED FOR THE COMING YEAR 
(subject to Covid restrictions)

S Wales Annual Ball, Saturday 23 April 2022, 7:00 pm for 7:30 pm, at the Paget Rooms, Penarth CF64 3EG
Music by Nicol McLaren and the Glencraig Band
Further details shortly

S Wales Dance Festival, Saturday 25 June 2022
Open-air dancing in the afternoon at the Brecon Beacons Mountain Centre; evening dance at Sennybridge Community Hall

Residential Weekend at the Castle Hotel, Llandovery
Friday 21 October – Sunday 23 October 2022
A notice and application form are attached to the covering e-mail with this Newsletter (or printed off to accompany hard copies)
First come first served, so contact Conor as soon as possible!

As many of you already know, Bristol RSCDS are putting on their 60th Anniversary Ball on Saturday 12 March 2022 at BAWA, 589 Southmead Rd., Bristol BS34 7RG, with music by Colin Dewar and his Band. Tickets (£40) from Margaret Chambers 07713 892663 tickets@rscdsbristol.info
At least nine S Wales members have already bought tickets, so several cars will be going over the bridge. For the time being, Alison still has two tickets available for any S Wales dancer who would like to join us. But hurry, please!
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BRANCH CONTACT DETAILS
Chair: Conor Farmer, tel 07812 569744   conorfarmer52@googlemail.com
Secretary: Alison Jackson, tel. 07811 082510    jacksonaj@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Pat Rye, tel. 01646 698463   ryedp@hotmail.com
Website Manager: Fran Smith
fran@rscds-southwales.org.uk;   www.rscds-southwales.org


I hope to produce a further updating Newsletter within the next couple of months, to include (among other things) full details of the Branch Ball. I would be grateful for any further news that members would like to send in to me. In particular, I would welcome photographs. I apologise for the absence of any photos in this issue – no-one seems to have taken any at the admittedly relatively few recent events.

Many of you know that Christine Davies and Carol Walton were our Branch delegates at the RSCDS AGM in Perth in November 2021. Christine has kindly written up a report for us, which concludes this Newsletter. Thank you, Christine.
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RSCDS 92nd AGM held at Gannochy Trust Sports Complex Hay Street, Perth, Saturday 6.11.2021, 2pm

Report by Christine Davies, Delegate from South Wales Branch. 

Agenda Item 1.
Welcome.
Lorna Ogilvie, Chairman, welcomed everyone to the AGM and to the Autumn Gathering. Welcome everyone who has attended, delegates, and welcome to all those watching remotely. On the stand were herself, on her left William Williamson and Treasurer, Bill Cant. She pointed out fire instructions. CO2 readings will be taken due to covid and if these levels rise above the required level then windows and/or doors will be opened. 

Lorna pointed out that all delegates should have received an Agenda and other documents. Minutes of the 2020 AGM have been circulated.

Observers are sat at the back of the hall and have been able to see the Agenda and the summary report.

Lorna was very pleased that people can attend in person in what has been a very challenging time. 

The meeting has not returned to its usual format. In case we were forced to move to an online AGM the voting has been online this year. There was an 89.1% turnout. Due to the voting online there will be no discussions from the floor. Debate between branches was available. For practical reasons we may carry out online voting in the future for elected posts.


Agenda Item 2.
Message from the Society’s Patron, HM Queen
Please convey my warm thanks to the Management Board and members of the RSCDS for their loyal greetings sent on the occasion of their 92nd AGM which is being held today. As your Patron, I was interested to learn of the programme for the Autumn Gathering and am grateful for your thoughtfulness in keeping me informed. I send my best wishes for a most successful and enjoyable programme.


Agenda Item 3.
Apologies.
Jim Healy, Ruth Beattie, Aaron Bennett, Alan Mair, Stuart Adam, Alex Gray, Andrew Kellett. Also received from 2 branches: The Hague and District branch and Stonehaven branch. 


Agenda Item 4
Minutes of Meeting of 7 November 2020.
The minutes 7.11.2020 were sent to delegates 6 weeks ago. No requests for amendments.  Lara Freedman Shedloft of the twin cities branch USA proposed the adoption which was seconded by Carlos Candia of International Branch, Argentina.  Delegates have approved online 291, 0 against and 20 abstentions. Lorna proposed they be adopted and she will now sign them. Lorna then signed them. 


Agenda Item 5
Society Chairman’s Remarks
Lorna remarked that we have come to like the benefits of online coms during what has been a difficult time. Business of the Society has also been done online. Lockdown was hard in different ways. There have been virtual classes, dances, musical evenings. The dance Scottish At Home team, thank you to all the class teachers and the musicians. Bringing it all together was Angela Young who will receive her well-deserved scroll later in the meeting. We have had 2 virtual Summer Schools, a Winter School, Autumn Evening, Spring Fling. Thank you for keeping us entertained and informed. We have a strong Social Media presence and an informative magazine. Lindsay Walker is the new marketing officer. We are well placed to take full advantage of returning to the dance floor and to encourage new dancers to join us. Lorna thanked the office staff, 2 retiring board members and others. 


Agenda Item 6
Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts
Bill Cant gave a brief presentation of the report and accounts. We are looking to approve the report and accounts which have been available online. Please read them if you have not already done so. There is surplus of £45,713. Bill then went on to use “props” in the form of boxes which represented the various funds. From 1 July 2022 the basic full annual membership shall be £25 per annum or pro-rata. Delegates have voted, and 197 (65.2%) are in favour, with 105 against and 9 abstentions, so the motion is duly adopted. 


Agenda Item 7
Adoption of Alexander Sloan, Chartered Accountants, as Auditor.
They have been the society’s auditors for many years. Bill Cant proposed, seconded by Fiona Grant of Bristol Branch. 304 For and 0 Against and 7 abstentions. Therefore they are duly appointed. 


Agenda item 8
Motions
8.1. The annual subscription. Bill Cant: There was a lot of feedback which gave food for thought. The increase will help the society. The management proposed that from 1 July 2022 £25 per annum or pro-rata. 197 For, 105 Against, 9 Abstentions. The motion is carried. 

8.2. Amendments to the wording of RSCDS Articles of Association to the sections covering virtual voting and the RSCDS Honorary President. Trevor Clark proposed, seconded by Jane Meikle. 293 For and 3 Against, 15 Abstentions. Motion duly adopted. 

8.3 Amendments to the wording of RSCDS Rules and Procedures. Management board proposes an update to the sections covering virtual meetings, digital voting, the RSCDS Honorary President, as well as bringing the Management Committee remits in line with the 2021 Trustees’ Report. Proposed by Joan Nesbitt and Seconded by Roy Bain. Voting 250 For and 20 against and 41 abstentions. As the amendment was carried, only those statements remaining subsequent to 8.4 below, this is updated. 

8.4 Amendment to Motion 8.3. Bristol branch suggested the words “as well as bringing the Management Committee remits in line with the 2021 Trustees Report” be deleted from the motion. Proposed by Caroline Dunn of Bristol Branch, Seconded by Simon Wales, London Branch. The voting:  168 For, 71 Against, 72 Abstentions. Upheld, so the words are withdrawn. 

Lorna then thanked those retiring from the Management Committees. Eimrich Frombers, Maura Chorus, Sue Porter, Muriel Bone, Alan Ross. We thank you most sincerely. Also Anne Taylor as Schools Director. 


Agenda Item 9
Confirmation of Treasurer
Elizabeth Conder has been appointed as Treasurer.


Agenda Item 10.
Management Board
10.1, Andrew Nolan, Helen McGinley and Simon Wales elected to serve.
10.2, Youth Convener, no election required so Philippa McKee is Convenor Youth Services.


Agenda Item 11
Election of Management Committee Members
11.1 – no election necessary so Deb Lees as Convenor Elect Education and Training.
11.2 – no election required so Ellie Briscoe and Lorna Valentine join the committee for 3 years. 
11.3 – 4 members of Membership Services Committee, Maureen Daniel and Paul McKnight are elected to serve for 1 year, Andrew Smith and Julie Grainger are elected to serve for 3 years. 
11.4 – single nomination of Linda Williamson who will serve for 3 years. 

There are some vacancies. Under the terms, committees will consider filling these places. 

Congratulations to those elected.

In addition Janet Johnston will be Schools Director supported by Jim Stott. We also welcome Katie Hague as our first Child Wellbeing and Protection Officer. 


Agenda Item 12
Announcement of the Society Scrolls of Honour.
Scrolls were awarded and the following were given theirs in person by Jean Martin, William Williamson to read out their citations, as follows:

Hugh Ferguson 2021 scroll recipient, presented at a Bristol Branch a while ago. He’s unable to be with us in person due to health. 

Jean Martin then stood up ready to present the scrolls as follows:

Fiona Miller, Nominated by Medicine Hat Branch 2020, was presented with her scroll.

Marilyn Watson, Nominated by Youth Services Committee 2020, was presented with her scroll.

Ruby Wilkinson, Nominated by Edinburgh Branch 2020, was presented with her scroll.

Angela Young, Nominated by Management Board 2020, was presented with her scroll. 

Lorna then thanked Jean for presenting the scrolls. 


Agenda Item 13
Vote of Thanks
Lorna then called upon John Wilkinson from Edinburgh Branch to give the Vote of Thanks. He remarked that teams of people had worked very hard to make the whole weekend of events a success. Applause for all the teams. 

Lorna went on to thank Bill Cant who retires as Treasurer today. She then presented him with a gift. Bill thanked Lorna. 

Bill stated that he had worked under 4 chairmen, they all work extremely hard.  

Lorna then thanked Jean Martin who is retiring as Honorary President. Lorna presented Jean with a gift. Jean gave a speech after and stressed that young dancers should be encouraged, they are the future. 


Agenda Item 14
Date of Next Meeting
Saturday 5 November 2022 in Glasgow.
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